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MANAGING NOISE IN HIGH-TECH
WORKSPACES

At Nvidia, innovation thrives in open, high-ceiling offices designed
to encourage collaboration. Engineers, Al researchers, and cross-
functional teams constantly interact, sharing ideas in real time.
However, the very design that fostered creativity also created a
hidden challenge: echo and prolonged reverberation made
communication difficult and reduced focus. Meetings were
sometimes unintelligible, collaborative workspaces became
distracting, and employees struggled to concentrate during deep-
focus tasks. Nvidia realized that solving this acoustic challenge was
essential to maintain their culture of innovation.

BALANCING OPENNESS WITH
ACOUSTIC COMFORT

Open, modern office layouts come with aesthetic and functional
advantages, but they also amplify sound. In Nvidia's case:

e Conversations, phone calls, and team discussions bounced off
high ceilings, creating echo and noise buildup.

e Collaboration areas and focus zones were competing
acoustically, making it hard to concentrate in one area while
another group worked nearby.

e Any solution had to blend seamlessly with the modern office
design, without cluttering the sleek, high-tech aesthetic.



HIGH-PERFORMANCE ACOUSTIC
CEILING BAFFLES

Nvidia turned to All Noise Control for a solution that could balance
functionality and design. The team designed and installed high-
performance acoustic ceiling baffles in all high-traffic zones,
collaboration hubs, and meeting rooms. Each baffle was carefully
positioned to absorb mid- and high-frequency sound where it
mattered most, dramatically reducing echo and improving speech
clarity. The modular hanging system allowed for adjustments in the
future, ensuring flexibility as office layouts evolved.

IMPLEMENTATION NARRATIVE

The installation was phased and coordinated to minimize
disruption. As the baffles were installed, employees immediately
noticed a difference: conversations became easier to understand,
and the background “hum” of the office faded. Designers also
appreciated that the baffles could be customized in color and
finish, maintaining Nvidia's signature modern, tech-forward
aesthetic. Over time, the space transformed from a noisy,
challenging environment into a calm, productive workplace,
without losing the collaborative energy that drives innovation.



A QUIETER, MORE FOCUSED
WORKSPACE

Reverberation reduced by 40-50%, making speech clearer in
meetings and workspaces

Quieter collaboration zones, enhancing both focus and
productivity

Employees reported feeling less distracted and more
comfortable

Modular baffle design allowed for future adjustments as teams
and office layouts changed

Aesthetic integration preserved the modern, innovative look of
the office

ACOUSTIC DESIGN AS A CATALYST
FOR INNOVATION

Nvidia's experience demonstrates that thoughtful acoustic
planning is more than just noise control—it's a strategic enabler of
collaboration, focus, and employee satisfaction. By addressing the
hidden challenge of sound, high-tech companies can preserve
creativity while maximizing productivity.



